Journal to Stella

LETTER V

the only Whig in England I loved, or had any good
opinion of*

3. This morning Stella's sister19 came to me with a
letter from her mother, who is at Sheene; but will soon
be in town, and will call to see me: she gave me a bottle
of palsy water,20 a small one, and desired I would send it
you by the first convenience, as I will; and she promises
a quart bottle of the same: your sister lookt very well,
and seems a good modest sort of girl. I went then to
Mr. Lewis, first secretary to lord Dartmouth,21 and
favourite to Mr, Harley, who is to introduce me to-
morrow morning. Lewis had with him one Mr. Dyet,22
a justice of peace, worth twenty thousand pounds, a com-
missioner of the stamp-office, and married to a sister of

J0 Anne Johnson, Stella's younger sister by over two years (Surrey
Parish Registers, i. 75, 78), was baptized 12 Aug. 1683. The contributor
to The Gentleman's Magazine, Nov. 1757, xxvii. 488, was mistaken in
describing Anne as older than Stella. She seems to have been unmarried
at this time, for it is not till the latter part of 1712 that we meet with the
name of her husband, Filby, for whom Swift was soliciting employment.
Stella left a life interest in the principal part of her small fortune to
her mother and sister (Wilde, Closing Tears of Swiffs Life, p. 99).
Nanny Filby, who entered the service of Lady Giffard, in Aug. 1718,
was, presumably, a daughter. See Julia Longe, Martha Lady Gtffard,
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20  A medicinal water of which the chief ingredient was cowslip or

palsy-wort.

21   On the 1 4th of June 1710 William Legge, who had succeeded his
father in the barony of Dartmouth in 1691, was appointed Secretary of
State for the Southern Department in place of Charles Spencer, Earl of
Sunderland. Dartmouth was a friend of Harley.  St. John, who became
his fellow Secretary in the autumn, treated him as a subordinate. In The
Examiner, No. 27 (26), Swift characterized Dartmouth as ca man of letters,
good nature and honour, of strict virtue and regularity in life'. In 171 1 he
was created Earl of Dartmouth. He was Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal,

22 Richard Dyot, a Commissioner of the Stamped Paper, was tried for
felony at the Old Bailey, 13 Jan. 1710-11, but acquitted on the ground
that his crime was a breach of trust. He was, however, recommitted for
trial on a charge of high misdemeanor. Swift alluded to his case again in
The Examiner, No. 39 (38) (Prose Works, ix. 249).
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